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Homily for People and Parishes… 
Bishop Cam Venables – Sunday, 23rd August 2026, Pentecost 13 
 
 

Readings: Exodus 1:8-2:10   Psalm 124 

Romans 12:1-8   Matthew 16:13-20 

 

   

In the Gospel this weekend Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” and in 

response they shared what they’d heard.  Some had said John the Baptist, while others 

suggested Elijah, or Jeremiah, or… even one of the other prophets.  Then we are told that 

Jesus asked them directly, “But, who do YOU say that I am?” I think it would have been a 

confronting question because one response would have aligned them with the opinion of 

their Jewish religious leadership, and another would have aligned them against that 

opinion. 

 

I imagine an awkward silence after the question was asked with most disciples looking 

anywhere but into the eyes of their leader and friend… before Peter affirmed, “You are the 

Messiah, the Son of the living God.”  We have some sense of Peter’s personality from the 

Gospel accounts and can reasonably say he was both bold and flawed.  He often jumped in 

where others feared to tread and sometimes got things right and sometimes wrong.  In 

many ways each of us are a bit like Peter… sometimes right, and sometimes wrong; 

sometimes bold, and sometimes scared; sometimes impulsive, and sometimes slow to act. 

 

In calling Jesus ‘the Messiah’ Peter was saying that Jesus was the one promised by God for 

centuries.  The one who would deliver the nation of Israel from the bondage of being an 

occupied country and make them great again.  A leader who would be empowered by God,  

like the great Jewish King David, and the great Prophet Elijah.   

 

But, in adding the title ‘Son of the living God’ Peter went beyond the Messianic hopes of his 

community and time.  Some Roman Emperors claimed the title ‘Son of God’ for themselves 

long before Jesus was born, and they had this carved into stone memorials around the 

Empire.  So, for Peter to affirm Jesus as ‘Son of the Living God’ there was an implication of 

Kingship greater than the Roman Emperor, and kinship with the living God of Israel. 

 

Peter’s affirmation suggested: You are the one we’ve been waiting for! You are the new 

King sent by God! You… are God’s son! 

 

Imagine Jesus asking each of us the same question today. In the midst of our 

technologically sophisticated world imagine Jesus coming to each one of us in a dream 

tonight and asking, “Who do you say that I am?”   
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How would we respond? Would our response be something along the lines of, ‘Well… you 

were a good man who lived two thousand years ago, and you taught us the value of love 

and forgiveness; justice and hope – and these continue to be critically important values!’   

 

Or, would we go further?  Would we go beyond an affirmation of values into an affirmation 

of life-changing friendship with God?  An affirmation of God’s transforming and 

empowering Spirit at work in our lives, and in the life of the world?  An affirmation of 

transcendent and incarnate love that regularly fills us with awe and gratitude? 

 

“Who do you say that I am?”  Is a question I’d love for each of us to take into prayer at 

some stage this week.  Imagine the question being asked, and then write a response. Then 

look at what you’ve written the the next day and see if that response needs to be refined 

and improved.  What will we write?  How do we put into finite words something we mostly 

take for granted and struggle to name? 

 

You might wonder why I am asking this, and the reason is that I think our response to the 

question is important.  If we believe that Jesus is our Lord and friend, then there is a fair 

chance everything in our lives will be influenced by this.  How we perceive the world and 

each other; what we do with our lives and abilities; what priorities we have, and how we 

deal with conflict and difference.  Our response to the question “Who do you say I am?” is 

potentially life-changing, and life-long. 

 

If you already know friendship with Jesus then let your prayer be one of deep thanks, and 

may your heart and mind be open to the renewing of God’s Spirit each day this week.  As 

disciples I think you and I are each part of God’s team and as a team we pray daily, ‘Your 

Kingdom come, your will be done (in my life), on earth as it is in heaven…’ 

 

However, if you are wary about friendship with Jesus, and belief in God; and, if this has 

never been part of your life, or hasn’t been for a while – then maybe take that into prayer.  

Maybe talk about it with someone for whom it seems to be life-giving and ask them to pray 

with you and for you.  

 

With these things in mind, please join me as we close in prayer…   

Loving God, thank you for the challenging question that Jesus asked his disciples.  As we 

think about our response to the question may your Spirit help us understand that you love 

us, and that you call each of us to walk with you each day.  We pray in the name of the one 

Peter called, ‘Messiah’, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 


