Homily for People and Parishes

Readings: Genesis 12:1-9 Psalm 33:1-12
Romans 4:13-25 Matthew 9:9-13,18-26

The algorithms of social media monitor everything we watch and listen to online, and
everything we search for on platforms like Google. Informed by this data they choose
content that they think will interest or attract us, and uncomfortably they are often right!
Yesterday | had a heady mixture of recommended content that included mower part
suppliers, fence-post holder devices, and people doing extraordinary things on Britain’s Got
Talent. It would be too much to unpack these three areas, and, as | understand it, not
everyone is planning to put up a fence.

Britain’s Got Talent usually show cases all kinds of people singing well. Young people and
old, women and men, queer people and straight people, all singing a range of musical
genres. What surprised me yesterday was that the performer, in the final of the
competition, was a poet and not a singer.

His name is Sonny Green, and it was a delight to listen to the rhythm and content of his
words, and watch how his performance captivated the audience. The performed poem
runs for three and a half minutes and begins with the poignant thought, ‘If this was my last
day...” | won’t share the whole text but here’s a small portion to give you a sense of what it
offers:
“If this was my last day... I’d say keep dreaming, even if your hopes been leaving, I’'d
want to give you something to believe in, give you a gift with no thought of receiving.
I’d say be lucky. I’d say be good. I’d say, if you can’t be good, be careful and take care.
I’d book you a holiday somewhere, and say I’ll meet you there.
See if this was my last day and | had one last thing | got to say,

I’d say I’'m sorry: to the people | hurt while | was still learning how to love properly...”
(You could hear a pin drop during Sonny Green's emotional poem! | The Final | BGT 2026)

It’s good, isn’t it?

As an aside, sometimes a Bible reading offers multiple things, and we have to choose
whether to run with all that is offered, explore some of what is suggested, or just focus on
one element. Unpack that; sit with that; and, reflect upon that one thing.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RzC1MYk7lf8

The Gospel reading this weekend, like my social media feed yesterday, has three things
which are each are worthy of exploring and unpacking. At first Jesus calls Matthew, a hated
tax-collector, to follow him... and then Matthew responds. Subsequently, a grieving leader
of the synagogue comes and asks Jesus to restore his daughter to life... and he does this.
Then, woven into the middle of the text, a woman who had been haemorrhaging for twelve
years, secretly touches the cloak of Jesus and is healed from her affliction.

‘Though the call of Matthew, and the resurrection of the young girl are each fascinating, it
is the woman who had suffered for twelve years that | would like us to sit with today.

What the woman did and what happened to her is not only described in Matthew’s Gospel
but is also remembered in the Gospels of Mark (Mark 5:25-34) and Luke (Luke 8:43-48).
The fact that it is remembered by three of the four Gospel writers suggests that it was an
important encounter with Jesus for the communities of the early church to be shaped by.

| think there is a bias against women in Jewish teaching and a fear of menstrual blood — no
matter how natural we know this to be now. In the book of Jewish law, called Leviticus, a
woman is deemed to be unclean when she is bleeding, together with everything that she
sits or sleeps upon (Leviticus 15:25-32). While bleeding, a woman is not allowed to prepare
food for her family or attend worship in the synagogue.

With this background in mind, we can better appreciate that as well as being physically
exhausted from her condition, the woman carried the emotional cost of being excluded
from family and community. Exhausted and excluded for twelve long years.

Luke’s account of this encounter tells us that over the years the woman had spent all of her
money on physicians, and that none of them had been able to cure her (Luke 8:43). She
had spent ALL of her money. So, not only was she exhausted and excluded, she was broke!

When a person is exhausted, excluded, and broke they might do something desperate to fix
the situation or bring relief and this woman clearly did this.

According to Jewish religious law the woman, deemed to be unclean, should not have been
in the crowd on that day because it was believed she would make other people unclean if
they brushed against her; and, if she touched the clothing of a man deliberately, it was an
offence punishable by death. Only a desperate person would risk such a thing; only a
person out of options; and yet... she did it.
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This woman, whose name we do not know, had tried everything and these things had not
brought relief or healing. She would have heard about Jesus healing people —and, maybe,
she had heard him teach about the love of God, we don’t know. What we do know is that
in the anonymity of a crowd she had the audacity to reach out and touch his cloak and,
according to Luke’s account, immediately knew she had been healed (Luke 9:44).

Immediately something felt different within her, and she knew. After twelve long years of
suffering, she knew. However, again in Luke’s account, Jesus also knew because he had
‘felt power go out’ from him (Luke 9:45-46). By contrast, in Matthew’s account the woman
is not healed until Jesus looked at her and said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made
you well...” (Matthew 9:23).

It would be interesting to take some time to hear from women in the congregation their
response to this encounter with Jesus. It would be important for me as a man to learn from
their insight, because this is a story about a woman that all women can empathise with, in a
way that men cannot. ‘Though there is not opportunity to do this here perhaps it is
something that can happen when people meet in smaller gatherings later this week?

When we broaden the understanding of this encounter to be about Jesus transforming
suffering, we can recognise that there are many things that can cause suffering to both
women and men. It may be a form of disease, like cancer; a type of mental illness, like
depression; or, an emotional burden, like grief. There is a weight to each of these,
particularly when carried through time, that can crush and socially isolate a life.

With some level of desperation, because she had tried everything else, the woman in
today’s Gospel had the courage to bring her physical dysfunction, and her longing for a
better life, to Jesus.

In response to her action, | suggest that if we have not already brought that which burdens
us to Christ, no matter how complex that is, we are called to do the same. We are called to
believe, to have the courage to reach out for a life that is different,

and to find in Christ new life.

(I think this is true for us as individuals, for congregations, for Parishes, and more
broadly for the Church. This weekend I will be at St Peter’s Anglican Church, in Injune,
which is about an hour’s drive north of Roma. This community was initially
established as a railway construction camp in 1920 to support the Mount Hutton
Lands Soldier Settlement blocks after the First World War. The Injune settlement was
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then officially gazetted as a town in 1922, and St Peter’s was dedicated four years
later in 1926.

So, for one hundred years St Peter’s has stood in the midst of the Injune community
as a place of encounter. A place where people can meet with other people, and
people can meet with God.

This is not unusual for a church, but St Peter’s, Injune, has a unique thread in its long
story, for this is a church building in which three denominations worship together:
Anglican, Catholic, and Uniting. Three denominations who have been nurtured and
nourished by Word and Sacrament as Injune Churches Together. Three
denominations who believe, as the woman in the Gospel believed; who have had the
courage to reach out for a life that is different; and who find in Christ new life.

So —there is much to give thanks for today!)
Would you please join me as we close in prayer:

Loving God, we give thanks for our lives and your love,
and for the courage of the woman in today’s Gospel
to reach out and bring to you her needs.

In your grace help us to have that same faith,

and help us recognise those in our community

who, like her, have need,

that we can respond to them compassionately.

We pray in the name of the one who said,

‘Your faith has made you well...”

Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
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