Homily for People & Parishes

Readings: Acts 1:6-14 Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
1Peter 5 John 17:1-11 %

When the Australian Formula 1 driver Daniel Ricciardo clinched his first (and only) victory in
Monaco in 2018, it was a pretty glorious moment! Or at least for him! In fact, he was so
chuffed about the win, that he commissioned a sculpture of himself celebrating the
moment and had it installed on the roof of his house. He didn’t just want to remember his
moment of glory, he wanted to immortalise it! He didn’t just want to be reminded of it, but
he wanted others to take notice, too. That’s often what we think glory is all about. It’s the
big wins and achievements, along with the applause from those who watch on.

But that’s a worldly type of glory.
It’s not the type of glory that Jesus sought.

On the night before Jesus died, he prayed: John 17, verse 1:
“Father, the hour HAS COME.
Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.”

Throughout John’s Gospel, whenever we hear a reference to the ‘hour’,

it is always a pointer to the hour of Jesus’ death.

At the wedding of Cana, Jesus told his mum that his HOUR had not yet come.

During the Festival of the Tabernacles, he told his disciples his HOUR had not yet come.
When he caused a ruckus in the Temple, he wasn’t arrested, for his HOUR had not yet come.
However, he did tell people over-and-over again that his HOUR was coming.

And tonight — this night — as he breaks bread and shares table with his friends,

the hour of his glorification has arrived.

This hour is not just a moment in time,
but it is the moment towards which all time bends.

Our eternity rests on what happens next.

Jesus’ glory wasn’t being lifted up to be applauded by the world.

Jesus’ glory was being lifted up on the cross for the world.

For our sin. So that we can enjoy forgiveness, and life, and life forever with God.

A relationship with God, like Jesus shared with his Father.
That’s what Jesus achieved for us and all who trust in him.
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Note Jesus’ words in verse 3:
“And this is eternal life, that they may know you,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.”

The true and living God invites us into relationship with him through his Son whom he sent.

| think sometimes we can take for granted what God is offering for us.

Eternal life. YES!

Citizenship in his Kingdom. YES!

Restoration in a perfect new creation. YES!

But also a relationship. With him! Forever!

Relationship freed from the barrier of our sin.

Relationship liberated from the bonds of our decay.
Relationship unveiled when we finally see the Lord face-to-face.
But also relationship now that we can enjoy and live out.

Tom Wright put it like this:

“This ‘eternal life’, this life of the coming age is not just something which people can have
after their death. It isn’t simply that in some future state the world will go on for ever and
ever [even though it will!] and we shall be part of it. The point is, rather, that this new sort of
life has come to birth in the world in and THROUGH Jesus. Once he has completed the final
victory over death itself, all of his followers, all who trust him and believe that he has truly
come from the Father, and has truly unveiled the father’s character and purpose — all of
them can and will possess ‘eternal life’ right here and now.” 1

Life that we can look forward to.
And life that we can enjoy today.
All because Jesus went to the cross for us.

It’s sad that sometimes we chase worldly glory.

In can be alluring, attractive, even satisfying for a moment.

We can want to elevate our achievements in order to be immortalised.
When actually, the way to receive true immortality — life forever —

is by looking to the one who laid his life down by being lifted up on the cross.

1 Tom Wright, “John for Everyone: Part 2”, p.93.
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If you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Saviour,

| really want to encourage you to enjoy your relationship with him.

You might like to take some time this week to read through the entirety of Jesus’ prayer in
John 17. As you do, you're getting a glimpse of the type of intimacy that has been afforded
to us because of what Jesus has done for you.

Your prayers don’t need to be eloguent or fancy.
God knows our hearts. The best prayer is the type that is open and honest.

If you’re not sure what to pray, let God’s Word be your guide.

The Psalms are a great resource to shape our prayers.

If you read through the letters you’ll find great examples of prayer for us.
And of course, the more time you spend in the Gospels,

your prayers can be shaped by Jesus’ own prayer life.

And if you’re not sure what you think of Jesus,
or it has been a while since you prayed,
perhaps it’s time to take another look?

That night before Jesus died,

he wasn’t only praying for the hour that was coming.
He wasn’t even just praying for the disciples.

He prayed for those who would believe. That’s Us!

“My prayer is not for them [the disciples] alone. | pray also for those who will believe in me
[that’s us!] through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in
me and | am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent
me.” (vv.20-21)

Jesus shows us what real glory is.
And it’s because of him that we can know relationship with God,
and with one another, today.

Gracious Father, thank you for the Good News of who you are, what you’ve done for us, and
all that you’ve promised to do. Please help us to believe in Jesus! Please help us to grow in
our relationship with you and point to the glory of your Son. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
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