Homily for People and Parishes

Readings: Acts 17:22-31 Psalm 66:7-19
1 Peter 3:8-22 John 14:15-21

Where Do | Belong? How shall | live?
About nine months ago, my family and | moved from South Africa to Australia. Every day
since then we have experienced the hospitality and friendliness of many Australians, and |
am deeply thankful for it. Yet, even amid such generosity, two questions have made the
habit of echoing in my heart: Where do | belong? How shall | live? Some things feel
familiar—the southern seasons, driving on the same side of the road—while other things
are new: hearing about a Prime Minister instead of a President, Rice Bubbles instead of Rice
Crispies, the spitting rather than drizzling rain, and even the sage flora on these shores as
opposed to the thickly bright green flora in South Africa. And so, a third question arises:
Where am |?

Many of you may know that feeling—from moving countries, facing major change, or
simply watching the news and asking, “What is happening to our world?” We see war,
division, suspicion among cultures, fear among nations. In the midst of this, here we are, an
Easter people, listening to ancient readings and praying old prayers. Our Scripture readings
today bring our questions together. They speak of a God for all nations, a Christ who never
leaves us orphaned, and a way to live gently and courageously in a violent world.

Paul in a World of Many Peoples
In Acts 17, Paul stands in Athens—not in a synagogue, but in a city filled with deities,
philosophies, and identities. Athens was a place much like a modern Australian city—
diverse, multilingual, full of competing ideas. Paul’s first response is not fear or
condemnation, but respect and curiosity: “Athenians, | see how extremely religious you are
in every way.” He watched, listened, and paid attention to their longings, even to the point
of profitably using the words attributed to Epimenides the Cretan poet and philosopher
(“For in him we live and move, and have our being”) and Aratus the Greek poet (“For we
are also his offspring”). Paul then proclaims something radical:
“The God who made the world and everything in it... from one ancestor made all
nations to inhabit the whole earth.”
In a nutshell, this is what Paul seems to be saying:

o There is one God, Creator of all.

. There is one human family, made “from one ancestor.”
J No nation or culture owns God.

J And no nation or tribe has been forgotten by God.
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This is the cosmopolitan gospel—a faith not confined by tribe, nation, or border. For those
of us who have moved across the world, this is very good news! | don’t need to wonder
whether God stayed behind in South Africa or whether | must find a new God in Australia.

The God we worship in Christ is:

. Already here among the peoples of this land;
. Already speaking and expressed in every language;
J Already holding together all nations in one great, messy, and yet beloved family.

When the World Feels Broken

Still, if God is sovereign, why does the world seem to tear itself apart? Why do we see
bombed cities, refugees, and bitter rhetoric? Why does life sometimes feel like chaos? | will
not pretend to have any easy answers. | only hold on to the Christ who continues to say, “I
will not leave you orphaned.”

That image—orphans—captures the disciples’ grief when Jesus faced death. They would
feel adrift, leaderless. Yet he assures them, and us: ‘You are not alone.” The Spirit—our
Advocate, Comforter, Helper—remains with us. That is the truth that continues to hold
beyond the Ascension. So, when life feels uncertain or lonely, or when change leaves us
wondering where we belong, the answer is found in something that affirms and yet
transcends identity, tribe, nation, flag, and passport. The answer is Presence—the living
Christ with us. This presence is not the absence of suffering, but a resilient, Spirit-filled life
that no war, move, or loss can destroy. This is the presence that holds a spacious place for
flourishing - where all may more fully live, move and have their being.

Invitations for Living
How then shall we then live? | wish to leave you with a few invitations:

1. Hold your identity lightly and your belonging in Christ tightly.

Give thanks for every culture and community that has shaped you and remember Paul’s
words: “From one ancestor he made all nations.” Let your truest belonging be to the God
who holds all peoples in one redeemed family.

2. Refuse the “us vs. them” story.

Resist simplifying the world into sides. God is already working among those we call “them.”
Pray that every people may come to know God’s just peace. Ask the Spirit to enlarge your
heart to love even those you struggle to understand.
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3. Trust that you are never alone.

In loneliness, suffering, or uncertainty, hear again Christ’s promise: “I will not leave you
orphaned.” Seek his Presence in prayer, in Scripture, and in the fellowship of your local
community.

4. Practice gentle, hopeful witness.

When people notice that you live differently—less cynical, more forgiving, more peaceful—
be ready to share the hope that is in you. Do it not with pressure or pride, but with the
gentleness and reverence that Peter commends.

5. Be a foretaste of the “spacious place.”

In your home, workplace, or parish, make room for others—especially those who feel like
strangers. Let your life be a space where people can breathe and discover that they, too,
are not orphans but loved by God.

One Family, One Hope
In a world marked by fragile politics and fearful headlines, the gospel remains wonderfully
simple and profoundly true:

J There is one God, Creator of all.

. There is one human family, rooted in common ancestry.

. We are not orphans—the Spirit is with us.

J In Christ, even amid suffering, we are being led into a spacious, flourishing life — this

is where we are!

May we live this truth here and now, praying for our brothers and sisters across the world,
bearing witness with gentleness and reverence, and holding fast to the hope that is in us —
the hope of a redeemed humanity, holding a spacious place in which Christ causes us to
flourish.

In Christ’s name.
Amen.
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